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Safety Case Submission for Discrete CTAF Frequency at Cowra Airport
1. Introduction
Cowra Airport is a vital regional aerodrome serving general aviation, recreational flying, and occasional commercial operations. Currently, aircraft operating within the vicinity of Cowra Airport utilize the shared CTAF frequency, which may lead to communication congestion during peak periods, potentially impacting safety.
This safety case proposes the allocation of a discrete CTAF frequency to Cowra Airport to enhance situational awareness, communication clarity, and overall safety for all aeronautical users.
2. Background and Rationale
· Current Situation: The existing shared CTAF operates on the common frequency used by multiple regional aerodromes, leading to increased radio traffic and occasional communication overlaps.
· Problems Identified:
· Increased potential for miscommunication.
· Difficulty in maintaining effective situational awareness, especially during busy periods.
· Radio congestion for both Cowra Aerodrome and other nearby aerodromes utilising the same frequency, with occasional difficulty getting transmissions broadcast.
· Limited ability to manage incoming and outgoing traffic effectively.
· Proposed Solution: Allocation of a dedicated, discrete CTAF frequency for Cowra Airport to facilitate clear and unambiguous communication channels.
3. Safety Justification
· Enhanced Communication Clarity: A dedicated frequency reduces radio congestion and minimizes the likelihood of missed or misunderstood transmissions.
· Improved Traffic Management: Air traffic personnel and pilots can coordinate more effectively, especially during high activity periods or in adverse weather conditions.
· Reduced Risk of Incidents: Clear communication decreases the risk of runway incursions, aircraft conflicts, and other operational hazards.
· Alignment with Aviation Safety Best Practices: Consistent with CASA safety guidelines emphasising effective communication as a key safety component.
4. Risk Assessment
A comprehensive risk assessment has been conducted considering current operation challenges and the potential impact of implementing a discrete CTAF. The assessment concludes that the benefits of dedicated communication outweigh any operational adjustments required.
5. Implementation Plan
· Consultation with stakeholders including local aviation operators, CASA, and AirServices Australia.
· Technical setup of the assigned discrete frequency.
· Pilot education and notification of the new frequency. Suggest both ERSA update as well as including the new frequency on Cowra’s AWIS broadcast for at least 12 months after implementation.
· Monitoring and review period to evaluate effectiveness post-implementation.
6. Conclusion
Allocating a discrete CTAF frequency at Cowra Airport will significantly enhance operational safety by improving communication clarity and situational awareness. It is aligned with CASA safety standards and regional safety initiatives.
We request formal approval to proceed with this initiative to ensure ongoing safety and efficiency at Cowra Airport.
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